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Sixty recruits from Lepaya (N 56~28, E 21-00) wers aséigned to a tank
unit of the 201lst Latvian Guards Division in May 1951. A total of

"gbout 90 men were billeted in one room.’ 0f these 90 men, 60 were the

recruits from Lepaya, 10 were from Riga, and five were from Jelgava
(N 56-38, E 23-40). These 90 men formed a rota (company). ' Normally
2 company. was composed of 150 men, Numbers were assigned to all com-
panies. Thé soldiers wore bla¢k shoulder boards with a tank design.

The comnanding officer of the company was a Russlan najor. The other -
officers included a Russian lieutenant, a Latvian politicsl lieutenant,
snd a latvian junior lieutenant, who had formerly been an infantry
officer but had been assigned to a tank unit. Tn addition there were
a latvian sergeant major, two Latvian sergeants, and one Russlan sers
geatit, The Russian sergeant was more popular with the new recruits
because the Latvians were former Komsomol members and because the
latvians liked to show .off in fronit of the Russians.

Each nmorning the major divided the compamy into sections of 15 men )
each for training purposes. Sometimes & junior lieutenant and a ser-
geant each took'a group of men. The sectlons were not permeniently
composed ‘of the same men, . -

A1l lectures and instructions were given in the Russian language and

those who did not understand had to make the best of the situatlon.

However, in the beginning an exception was made in favor of one group 25X1
which received technical instructions in Latvian., The majority of the
recruits knew Russian,since Russian is spoken in all eoffices and shops.

X1l thé recruits weré kept apart from the other scldiers and they wers
A i ompani.es ‘
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‘The history of the 201lst Latvian Guards Division was the su;b;ject, of
" one of the political lectures, The division was formed by Latvians

who went to the USSR in 1941. The lecturer ssid that it was well known
that the division was leroic’ and icommunistic. ‘The ditvision partici-

pated in battles near Moscow, Krasnoye Selo, ‘and Vélkhoww, It was thought

that the division acquired the "Quards" designation during the fighte
ing near Moscow. At the end of the war the division was in Riga, where
it has remained &ver since, with summer quarters lecated at Carmikava,.
In 1950, however, it was rumored in Latvia that some technical units

of ‘the division had gone to Sovetsk (N 55-06, E 21-50) and Siauldai

(N 55-55, E 23-18) for a short stay and then returned to Riga.

At the Krusta Barracks no guns were observed, and only two small tanks
were seen at the barracks gates, These tanks were in poor condition
and very dirity after returning frem exercises,

No gas masks were issued to the recrults, In the lecture hall some
gas masks, which had been cut in half for instruction purposes, were
on display. .

|

After turning in their uniforms. these

men were-placed near a fence inside the barracks area and were not

&llowed near the other soldiers. After waiting for three hours they

were given a collective document-for:the group and accompinied by a

sérgéant to.ihe ltmilroad station; where théy received a collective. .
ﬂckpy"\md wébe sent back 4o Lepayd} - Tha dergeint had left them at the
1gilroad statdon and they. trsvelled unescortéd, Apsrt from ten rubles

‘given the mer’on 'fhedr first day of military service, they were given no

homey . orfoods - Daring the three-hour wéit prior to their departure from
e barrdbks; somé ofithe hen bought behnapps at the canteén, where
while ix iniform!they had been allowed to purchase beer only.

Upon arriving in lepaya the men went straight to the War Commissariatl

‘where two of the men réceived their civilian documents immediately,

while the other five® were sent to a civilian hospital for observation,
where they remained for a week,
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1, Comment, It is presunred that th‘eA term War Commissariat
refers to the local Voyenkomat (draft board).
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